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White Bear Lake, Minnesota
—St. John in the Wilderness Episcopal Church

Two manuals and pedals, 19 stops, 22 ranks
Detached tablet console, compass 61/32
Electric slider action

Opus 3793, 2000
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The parish of St. John in the Wilderness credits its origin to the determination of
Mrs. Laura Aubrey who personally solicited funds from her English friends for
the building of a church. When built in 1861 it was the first church in the White
Bear Lake area. In March of 1874 that building was moved to the present location
by pulling it across frozen White Bear Lake. By 1925 the church had outgrown the
first building, which was deconsecrated and demolished to make way for the
present structure that was dedicated in 1926. The original pump organ, presently
maintained by the White Bear Historical Society, was replaced by a small pipe
organ in 1939 and later by a larger instrument. The present organ was formally
dedicated in 2000 and speaks from an elevated position in the chancel on the
second level of the bell tower. Simple casework and facade pipes from the eight-
foot principal stop of the Great project from the sidewall. The organ makes use of
slider chests as a means of keeping the overall depth of the organ to a minimum.
Flexibility in registration is gained by placing five of the Great stops on a
windchest that is enclosed with the Swell. A coupler permits these stops to be
played from the Swell manual as well as from the Great.



Paramount in the design of an organ is that it fit its designated
space...A good church organ is not necessarily an adequate recital
instrument, yet one of the marvels of Opus 3793 is how well it
supports the liturgy and concert literature. For a modest-sized
instrument of 19 stops, St. John’s organ is remarkably versatile,
colorful and rich in contrasting timbres. Yet it is the ensemble that
reveals an organ’s true character. If the stops blend together well—
all the way up to “full organ”—then the installation can be deemed
successful. At least to one pair of ears, Opus 3793 is eminently
successful.

— Dr. David Gehrenbeck, Organist & Choirmaster

Great Organ (Unenclosed) Swell Organ
Principal 8 Bourdon
Major Flute 8 Salicional
Octave 4 Céleste (TC)
Great Unison Off Principal
Spindle Flute
Great Organ (Expressive) ! Nazard
Chimney Flute 8 Gemshorn
Salicional (Swell) 8 Tierce
Conical Flute 4 Quint
Octave 2 Bassoon (Ext.)
Mixture II-IV 1-1/3 Oboe
Bassoon (Swell) 16 Tremulant
Trumpet 8 Swell 16’, Unison Off, Swell 4’
Oboe (Swell) 8
Enclosed Great Unison Off
Pedal Organ Couplers
Sub Bass (Ext.) 16 Great / Pedal
Octave Bass 2 8 Enclosed Great / Pedal
Flute (Great) 8 Swell / Pedal
Octave (Ext.) 4 Swell / Pedal
Flute (Great) 4 Swell / Great
Bassoon (Swell) 16 Swell / Great
Trumpet (Great) 8 Swell / Great
Oboe (Swell) 8 Enclosed Great / Swell
Oboe (Swell) 4

1 Enclosed with the Swell Organ

2 Notes 1-12 common with Great Principal 8’
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